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H 3978. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2717

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sullivan, Sinpson, G, N xon, Anderson and Chase

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to governnent accountability; adding new sections
to chapter 43.09 RCW creating a new section; and naking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the inportance of
public confidence in governnent. It further recognizes public
confidence wll be enhanced through nore efficient and effective
managenent and operation of state agencies and prograns. Therefore
the legislature intends to provide greater accountability to the public
t hrough an i ndependent performance audit of governnent agencies. The
| egislature finds that performance audit findings may include the
identification of potential cost savings and ways to inprove service
delivery.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state auditor shall contract for a performance audit of the
executive branch of state governnent.
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(2) The performance audit shall include an exam nation of the
efficiency and effectiveness of major managenent policies, practices,
and functions across all executive branch agencies. The audit shall be
done in accordance wth generally accepted governnent auditing

st andar ds. The performance audit of executive branch agencies may
enconpass entire departnents, agencies, or institutions, or simlar
progranms in several departnents. The audit shall include, but not be

l[imted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Planning, budgeting, and program evaluation policies and
practices;

(b) Personnel systens operations and nanagenent;

(c) State purchasing operations and managenent policies and
practices;

(d) Information processing and tel ecomuni cati ons systens policy,
or gani zati on, and managenent; and

(e) Organi zational and staffing patterns, especially in terns of
the ratio of managers and supervi sors to nonnanagenent personnel.

(3) Audit staff shall have access to any state agency records,
data, and other information deenmed necessary to carry out the audit.
State agencies shall provide the requested information at no cost and
ina tinmely manner.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state auditor shall report the results of the audit to the
| egi sl ature by Septenber 1, 2005. Findings and recommendations, to the
extent practicable, shall be quantified in ternms of cost and benefit.
The report shall also include identification of and reconmendati ons for
best practices.

(2) State agencies shall have ninety days to respond to the
| egislature regarding the findings and recommendations of the audit.
In their report, state agencies shall identify actions planned to
i npl ement audit findings and recommendations as well as a tineline for
i npl enent ati on.

(3) The legislature shall establish a joint conmmttee on gover nnent
reform The joint commttee shall include the chairs and ranking
menbers of the house of representatives conmttees on state governnent
and appropriations, and the senate conm ttees on governnent operations
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and el ections and ways and neans. Senate committee services and the
of fice of program research shall staff the conmttee. The comm ttee
shal | :

(a) Hold four public hearings in different geographic areas across
the state to receive public input regarding the audit;

(b) Develop legislation, as appropriate, based on the findings and
recomendati ons of the audit and public coment.

(c) Term nate Decenber 31, 2006

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the authority given the state auditor in RCW
43.88.160(6), the state auditor my contract for and oversee
performance audits under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof five mllion dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2005, fromthe general fund to the state auditor to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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